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LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE.
' —_—

MECHANICS COFFEE AND READING ROOMS.

To the Editor of The N. ¥. Tribuna.

Sim: Will you permit me through the columes of
your excellont paper to say & few words reapecting thia
povel epterprise, the object and operations of whioh, |
think, need ouly to be nudenteod to ba appreciatel

Being mywli 8 wechanie (residing in the vieinity of |

thrse **mome,” situated 0o the corner of Avenae D
sad Tenth street), it (s but natasal that 1 should feel o
Lively wterest in whatever s caleulated to benefit or
scoommodate those of my profession. I have fro-
these rooms sivee they were openad, anid an

bagpy 1o l:{ have ever found themn n comfortabls,
asant “mm'mi place of resort. Al the
g daily papers in New-York, and papers from

the prunes|
Mt:rpl of magsazines, may here be found; the fres
w0 w is cxtended to oll, A free liirary, also,
eoutaining many valuable works, has jast been added.
The ouly serions detriment 1o this excellent movement,
thas fur, bas mavifested itself Inthe calinars deonrt
ment; which, embarrassing sa it has been, coulld not,
ss 1 understaud, be remecied till now. A chaoge,
bowever, bas been effected; and jodgiog from the ap-
parent pemseverance and affable boaniog of the geotlc-
man sclected Lo muosze this departwent in faturn
ﬂ:"” pame I am unsble to give), I min inclned to
k it is & change greatly for the botter. Thesn
routns bave been fitted wp and pat into operation un-
derthe pupervision of Mr. Bunlick, of the Chiliren’s
Aid Bociety, ' A glutes nt tie faciiitica for enjeriain-
meut here affordud will satisfy even the most” cnsunl
observer that comfurt, convenience, eronainy and
taste lave sl btt:;‘. thuroughly clg:uuitwlj in their
anavgement, and Judgwent, «kiil, and jodt sp-
jon of the wants of the people, !Zunﬂ:fi'_‘ltl’.‘é
whioh these requisitos Lave been so hipipily bloudes
and wtioduces, » sinple evideace of Mr, Hurdick's
senibrable qualification fur the work which be his wo
nu%uuly accomplshed. Tois movemont, 1 under-
stund, ie deslzoed nnmeort of offvet, in point of attrac-
tica, to the dripking and ;f:nbhng hel's that 1u;«u It)l.i.s
eity, particulariy the poriion iu the vicinity of
IJ-,:;%' It is u,n'tunrhl-l to afford every reasonnhle !?-
eility for eom fort, improvemsnt l.n;l m‘irnllliuwm VA,
The work u way briv s bis dinner bere, npd be
it ot cullce

sopplied ot tafice or ted; or he may be furnished
wlll.'z a partiel meal or full meal, px e may dewire,
Bucl catables e comport with the charneter of thes
Koo as ** Coflee aud Reading-Rooms," way ot any
time be obluined on the most rensonsble terme,  Here
the , toiling mochanic will receive neordial wel-
and the quiet of a home. Here, comfortsbly
sestgd amid plessant wseocistions, with the “sub-
stantials of Tu'u before bim, bis cap of stesa-
iog dava in ove band, and paper, book, or magazine
fn thy other, ho may ot the same time regale hime!l
with nourial
tellcotunl man, Here he will fiud n place for social,
jutellectual, and moral improveme uf, Where he may at
any fime pleasantly nud profitably spend his leisure.
With, such sttractons before him, where, 1 will ask, is
the with any just protecsious to respectabili
ty-—une worthy of his nokle calling—worthy to raak in
& voastion bonorable in the highest degree—worthy of
being the represcntative of o profession whioh it i
been the ¢ pride nud glory” of such mon as Frauklin,
Fultan, Burritt, Whitney, Whitemare, and & bost of
others 1o adoru—where, § ask, is one ‘who will s bee
nwesn bimself ua to visit vile groggeries and dens of dis-
1 Fur the credit of humanity it isto be hoped
there are but fow such,

Tlhis is the first enterprise of the kind in this city,
and e of the very best yet started. It is very desir-
able that the expeiiment “prove a successful oue, aod
theee. beeome & favorite and popular place of
resorl to the working man,  Let it have the patrunsge
and Hn:! cooperntion of every fricnd of the

New York, Murch i1, 105, MECHANIC.
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FREE TRADE IN WOOL.
To the Editor of The N. ¥, Tribune.
Sim: Under the above headiog I notice an article in
your peper of 22 iust., signed " Oaondags Faraer,”
which opens with the forcible remark: * The long-

# hreatened blow is about to fall on the wool grow.
*onof the United States.”  1s uot that the doctrine
you bave long been inculeatig in your paper T That
destruying the wool-wanufacturing  establishments
must 'in the end be felt by the wool growers? The
manufscturer, despairiog to receive anything like pro-
tection, with the hope that the relief which justice
would afford might be obtaived now, nsks thnt the raw
materinl should not pay n greater duty than the manu-
Suctwed article; that the duty now levied on wool aad
oyoestufls moy be taken off, and they be wdmitted free
of duty. Woul now pay a duty of 30 per cent, aud
woolen goods png an ad valorem duty of the same,
But does ot the Onondags Fanuer kuow that foreign
ciothe, which he thinks cheap enough at £3 a yard,
bave puid by menns of forvign mvoives u daty of 30
inetead of 90 cente; that this duty of 30 per
cent s not wpocific—is uot on valustion here, but is
wverned by the foreign fnvoice  Does henot see
Eu' eany itis for  few Germas or Belgian manufu-
turem to send their agent to New- York, and have him
pecury orders from loporters for such goods a they
wmay e, aud when the goods arrive, eend the iu-
voice of them to this qunt at o dollar & yard—goods
that thay be worth two dolines when they left the fiue-
tory t i!ldmly we not supposo that this bas been ex-
Leusively dove, sinee our Government has made a stop
juwt in the rghtewrong way toclieck it; that is, by
sending instructions to our Consuls nhroad to examine
into matter and seo that wvoices wre coirect,
Consuls are many of them foroigners by birth
aud eduention, residence and iuterest.  Their intercsts
may cot be su to lead them to & very rigid ad-
Bervnee to therr intructiovs,  Besides, ** they work for
poy; " and o few perquisites, that fuay perbaps be oasil
obinived, help amazivgly. On the other kapd, woo
avd dyestuffs furnish no such faailities for managing
fnvoices. The prico of the rawmuterial is too much of
8 fixed fact—too well known to admit of it,  On these
diere I8 no lnbor of making and finish to eover up in.
stead of eohancing the value of the article.  Doss the
* Faimer not know that woolen cloths have been im-
ed and puid a less duty than would have been col-
cied on the wool of which they were made. Well
may be eay * that the long threalened blow is about to
"‘ﬁrllentu wool-growers of the Uuited States.”” Of
fhe 500 sets of wachinery that were uuder the Tanfl
of '4% on broadclothe, how many does he suppose nre
making brosdcloths now ! Docs he suppose he could

& tenth or a twentieth part of them. 17 he doea
be s mistaken, that is all. If he thinks the
mﬂhdmﬂhﬂuﬂng #o great, why not close up
upprofitable business of growing woul aud invest
the ;rud- in this profitslle factory stock ! He can
find gs much of it as he may want, aud that too in the
Dbest conducted establishmenta at 50 conts on the dol-
f ble to the present lolders who bhave
cents, does Le not see that he could
receive the double of their extravagant profite.
to show by his figures—the correctness
jeh 1 do not propos: to examine—that we 4o not
finc-wools, beenuse we are exporters of then;
fhe manufscturer, in bis stubborn blinduess to bis
“drives the grower to sending Lis fine
to 1 and other countries, where labor
skill are cbeaper than in the Uiited States.”
thinks it is more profitable to pay two transpor-
on these wools—that is, oue on the wool, the
on the manufacturcd srticle—than it is to have
remedy devised by which they may be manufac
bere, then be must be aatisfiod with his argu-
Ana a8 Jong as these wools can be exported
[ paying sy duty sbroad, and reiuroed and
dd‘
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than in the fecee, o long will his prof-
w carried out, so long will manufactares
crashed ont, and the farmer may some
up to find “that the Jong-threatencd
fallen,” and that ** wutton is gheap'"—yes,
to fued to bis doge.  This mﬂ good
thousands who are unable to pay

per eent advance on grain sod meal
ucts of tho dairy,” but not so good for
ve sheep worth 8 bundred dollars cach
and have given years and unwearied
this business.” To make fine cloths
superior in strength of fiber to our
desires to seo ou the cloth
bandsowe finish—ay, and the
n the cont be wears; but tbe
do not  know
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| on the sheep’s back why we
Joth can be worked througn our
Jose rute of duty than the wool;
beanty of fluish, caunot be im-
fine wools must be exported, and

le along, using coanse wools,
i not coming into immediate
ith imported goods. The beuctits to be
free importation of the raw msterial, to
ufacturer, i
they bave beem wmare full
1 bave citber time or inclin to

;1
E
£z
¥
iz

E?
F

jiti
i!fg

:

i

Eitl
‘ﬂa
s3ii%

1

i
3
i
.|
ks
1
i

1%
3
:
:

il
Eelis
1
;
3
F
:

:
£
i
i
:
i

]
|

ment suited both to the physieal and in- |

il
pll’tunlml.br United states, with au abund- | :
! rr;!ﬁy to kis
clita

eopeerped, But whatever may be imposed, it
shouli Le en our own home valuation, Just picture
to youreelf, if you can, what a ridicalous figure
Brother Jonsthan euts! Put him in his carioa ure
drose—white bat, striped pantaloops, and other #t
erterns—bowinz, with his in lus hand, to a little
swarthy mustachcd Belgian, with a * Ploase, Mon.
gieur, what might be the value of these guoda?™
Would it rot be more io secordauce with the maali-
peem of bis charecter aod toe free and indepondent 1o-
stilutions of which Le boasts, to say to him, * Your
goods bave such o value in this country, and if you
wirb 1o make this country a marke © for them you st
poy e much for the privilege; our manufacturers pay
t)¢ir tax for the support of Goveroment, beeadse your
i rufactory is out of the reach of assessmuat here,
Yun eannot be permitted toprofit by the protection of
cr lams ®itho L paying your proporiion on your goods

And now for my proporition to the *'Ouondaga
Farmer.” I might, perbaps, suy that it was open to
nny one, if it would not have the look of rponging in
& advertiement inta & commanication intended for a
He secvms to bave an itching for the
o of the muoufactover. Hia figurer show the
velue of the raw materinl 1o he 827755501, and the
value of products to he £43,207,54% and he adds,
“These Grures contradict the story of the man ufactu-
rer,’ 1 might show b where thie #1%,500,000—and
in some eascr more with it—went but for the foar that
it might deter i from neceptivg my propoeition
which, if be aucopts, may make bim Detter understan
“ihe mistaken greediness’ gof the manufacturer, |
sud two other partios are Uie owners of A woolen wan-
ufseiory, eligbly ritunted where labor and all the re-
?u rements of twaoufacturing are s cheap and as
mvorable un ean be fourd ot any point.  This factory
eatie wto our bands st chout one-fifih of ite eont, snd
ke vap now have i, in fisst-rate ranuing eondition,
everything perfect, st three fitths of that, with n clear
title, free from allincumbrances; and if be should wish
{0 pay e for my share in land, stock, with shecp—not
&t threedifthe of onc-fifth of first cost, but st a fair
valuation—1 should not be deterred foom acecpting it
by the fear of “ cheap mutton."  MANUFACTURER,

—_—
SATANIC PERVERSIONS,
To the Fditor of Tha N. ¥, Trilune,

fane: On takivg up The ierald of this morning,
almaost the first thivg that struck my eye was the fol-
lowing :

“Warrn o7 accrrT FrespoM—A Cas® FOR THE
Nisarn-Wonsuirrns. —Abont two yenrs nzo 8 negro
woman samed Dista wae pnrchased from Ler owoer,
8 F, Goud, erq,, of Edgeticld, South Carolma, by
shalitionvts residing in this eity, Among the cortrib-
utors to the fund for freeivg her was the Rev, Heary
Ward Becober, whose rifle practice has gnined him
sueh notoriety lately. Diwa eame to this city sod
pureed her motber pntil ¢he died, when, having no
relntives or fricuds bere, sl being out of employ-
went, khe noturslly enough desired to return to the
home of her clildfiond, whers her bushand and chil.
dren nre otill Lving.  Hearing that Col. M. Frazer, a
neighhiar of her formner master, was in the city, she
ealivd upon Lim at the Astor House, and piteowdly
begped of kim to take her back to her olil home, s
she wae henrtily sick of fraedom, and yearned like St
Paul *for Ler kindrod after the flesh,’ Col. Frazer
consented to do so.  Before leaving for the South yes
terdny, e brought her to T Hereld office, to
afford us another instauee of the faot that a seusible
negro profers sluvery, when it is associated with home
coumiforta, to freedom sueh o= the blacks <xpes rivnce at
the hands of the nigger-worslipers at the North, Di-
ana i a stout, l.l'n!lﬂ:!" womna show' forty yeams of
oge. She was anigivally bought for €250, be  uwner
fieeing her for less than Ler werth, st the soleitation
of her well-moaning bot mistaken friends,"

To-morrow I expeet to see the above copied mto
that parcgon of newspapers, The Journal of Com-
meree, pluced i fome congpicuous part thereof, and
prefaced with some remarks such as ouly an editor of
The Jowrnal tchool can give birth to. A few iso-
lated enses like the above furnish abundant material
for arguments in favor of Slavery with sheets of
the cast of The MHerald and Jowrnal of Commerce,
Aud what does it all smount to? Certainly not fo
prove that the poor negress loved the * peeuliar insti-
tution” of the South, s« these humane and Christian
editors would make us beliove, Far from it, It only
evideness the strong affection this negro woman bears
for her Lusband sud childien who are still fust bound
in the fetters of Slavery at the South, They cannot
come to ber, and she with a love that a mother and
wife nlone can have, gives up Freedom for Slavery.
And yet The Herald wublushingly says it * affords us
“ gnother iostance of the fact thut s sensible negro
4 prefers Slavery, where it is associatid with home
“ poroforts, to Freedvn, such as blacks experience at
“the hoauds of the wegroowarshipors st the North."
What disgustiog fulluey! It does appear as if our
Slevery spologists lnve renched a point of mora! deg-
radotion herctofore deemed almost unattuinable,

March 0, JE. (.

—
SYIRGINIA RAMPANT.”
To the Ediior of The N, ¥, Trilune

Sti: I want to correct some errors of fact into which
you have fallen iu an editerial undor the above head,
pullished in T Doy Tuinesy of the 4th inst,

You eny, in substance, that the County of Loudoun,
“opee highly fertile,” oz been *long sivee worn out
“ by slave cultivation;” that the immigration iuto that
und neighboring counties from the North has given
& great share of “the encouragement to unilertake
“yullrond projects, of which Alexandria is the termi-
“pug;” and that such immigration bas produced an
anti slavery meeting in Varginia, which hus been * for
“many yenrs nnprecedentes.”

1 was biorn end “raised”’ in Virginia, in s connty
near Loudoun, and it happens that 1 have a preity
intimate knowledge of the plm't- where the meeting
mentioned was held, and of the people, history nad
condition of thut connty and its neighborhood, From
that knowledge T am able to say that Loadoun Connty
is ga fortile and ae jucicionsly cultivated —deepite the
existenee of Slav, ry—as this County of Orang., o iis
neighbor, Dutelivas; aud either of the two may well
be reckined smong the best in the State of New-York,
North-west of Drunesville (in Fairfax County) there is
& parow streteh of flat, unproductive clay land; but
all of the County of Loudeun posscssing o soil nat
vrally p(nl-—nn-{niu—lrrn twentieths of it is of that
quality—is well cultivated, and sells Teadily, when
oficred, nt from $40 to £100 nu seres | thivk 1 speak
within the tiuth when 1 say that around Goose Cieek
Mecting House (oot Church, as Tug Trisvse has ity
an svernge farm would be considered cheap at 860
per acre; yel it is distaut from market, and much of it
o0 1olling for ensy eultivation.

There Lae been but very httle inunigration into Tou-
doun County from the North, Most of the lauds pur-
chased o that vicinity by northera gentlemen lic in
Frirfax and Privee Willlam countice.  Stafford Las a
very tew, and Spottsylvania quite a goud many, The
rafltonds of which you speak get but livtle aid from
porthern settlers,  Thelr * encoursgement™ would be
willingly given, ne doubt, were thelr circunistances
Letter; but it happens thut, with only a few exceptions,
they sre poor inei, Very many of them rather pour
farmers, snd they have un abundance of uothing but
poor luud, vot exbsusted by slave labor but naturally
poor, nnd destined to remain poor until an jacresse of
pepulation o some favorable local elroamstance sinll
warrant a heavy outlay for special manures, [ could
give the history of 4 farm w hich would satisfy the mest
meredulous that sometbing beedde slave labor couses
poverty in the white cluy lauds of Eastern Virginia. 1
AN KUTE its oWLer—a near relative of mine—was forved
to that conclusion, These railroads bave been pro
Jeeted in order to bring the barvests of Loudoun, Fau-
quier, Culpepper, Madison, Oranie and other countics
of the Pledmoot region, to Alexsndria; and should
you po in Juse or July to that kovely lanid, you woald
never agnin doubt tiat Pleoty bas there one of ber
chesen seate, aithough Slave Labor sows the sced and
gathers the Larvest. _

An Anti-Ravery meeting in Virginia i not “anpro-
cedented.” The mweting upon which you comment
was beld ot & Meoting bouse beiongiog to the Swicty
of Fricuds, who are religziously op d to Slavery.
Mr. Hogue, and 1 thirk others named by you, belong
to the Society; and I infer—altbough I bave no infors
mation os to the fact—that many, if not a majority of
those who were present, are Friends, or aro connected
in kome way with them; for in that neighborhood the
Friends coapose o large part of the population. The
cocurreroe related is not, therefore, very remakable,
There have been similar mectings in times oot long
goue by, Mr. Sumuel M. .lu-m-i. a “speaksr’ of the
Bociety, a man of fine taleuts and grept cxce lence of
character, made public speeches agals: Slavery only
o few years ago.  Mr. Janney i & Virgiuian by birth
and educatios; and 1 know, from his own hipe, that ho
is & devoted son of the Old Dominion; but be rezanis
Slavery ao o great evil. He contribated to The Rick-
mand Whig, sume yeurs ago, o series of ingenioas and
able papers agaiust Slavery as o question of politival
oy 1 WAB Joilet . that, m::d mm{. ars
age, In & mixe Friends and slavebolders,
he suswered “‘?m that it was too soon for
abalition, by declaring that it was “ never too soon ‘o
do 1ight 1" " You will see from the fi ,that even
of late years, opposition to Slavery has been neither
“upprecodented,”” secret, nor timid. 1t i trae, iue
deed, that it is less common pow thas formerly; aad
1 anticipate the almost entire extineticn fo the Sate of
an Apti-Slavery sestimeat,  Whitber that extingtion

be for weal or for wo, the Anti-Slavery men of the
North bave it to szewer for,

I bave now done what I when [ oom-
mepeed i letter, 1f the prm:ﬁn which you

built your ment bave no foundation, your infer-
croes from them fail, of course. Toose inferences
were substantialiy: :
Firs*: That, as slave lahor has impoverished Logdous
Connty, ite eflect |s similer eleewhers, i
Secomd: That i.mm;imt-oa from the North bas piven
il

epcouragement to the buldiog of railroads,
Thard - That soeh immigration bas disscminated an
An'i Slavery feeling.

Fowrth: "That the meeting at Goose Creek Mecting
House is proof of a change in pubic opiuion.

1 ehall net make any argument, further than follows
necesentily from the statcmests | bave given above:
and from them [ think T s warranted in the inferenoe
1hat s'ave lsbor has not injured the lands uf Laadoun,
aud that Northern immigration bas peitber buit rail-
rosds, por changed the rentiment of the people.

1f you will siiow me, I wil ndd tha: Mr, F]:nl. Law
Olmsted. in his late work on the * Seaboar] Slave
States, ' bas fullen into sume errors which are * gnpre-
dented” in o gentleman of intelligence sad sandor. Ha
wie sipgulariy uifortunate in bis journeyings. His
lines, certainly, were ot cast in pleasant places; but
it is muck to be regretted that he bas pat forth o hovk
which, thovgh troe, peradventure, in fact, is utterly ec-
ronecus in argument and spint, becanse in it he an-
pounces conelusions which have no better foundation
than exceptional and imolated examples, 11 an English
traveler shonld tell bis people at home that in America
tre Judivinry can be bribe 1, we, on this side of the
water, wouid denounee mm.  He could pouwt,
ia snswer, to the records of our Couris, in oneor
two cases, A Southern man might say that a
want of " wave cultivation” rmokes Inopd poor:
sud  he could point dor  proof to pome  very
indifferent land i Cormeticut, and  other Fiee
States. e might say that the Stateof New York is 8
wilderness, nud point to much land in Orange, Salli
van and f",r.tn codnties where hears amd wildiats

rowl to this very hour.  He might say that leratorm

ad mace but =low progress coparstively at the North;
und cite the fact that Al xundria, less 1o popalation Lban
Newhurgh or Pouglhkeopsie; has two exoellent dmly
pupurs, une of which b been published Gaily for more
than fity six years, These, Lowever, are ‘bt single
facts, nnd they wonld net wamant any such copcits
pivme, beeause there would be other sippressed fartd
wilecting the result. T am in favor of Slavery, and be-
lieve it to be o woral, eoviel wud politic sl blesing to
the North and to the Sonil; but I do not Leiiove that
it per g¢ enriches or impoveristes the woll, auy more
thnn ¥ esn thiek Loundoun County well cultivated Tyss
cousn it has any Quokers among i's people—virigous
and industrious s 1hey certhin’y are—when | sve the
adjeining County of Jetlersan <till maore productive
without either Virginia Quakers or Northern Abo-

liticnista, Your obudient servanut,
THOMAS GEORGE,

Newburgh, N. ¥, April 5, 185,
S
THE GRISWOLD DIVORCE CASE,
To the Kiditor of The N. ¥, Tribuae.

Sii: Allow me to call your attention to an article
published in Tue Triuse of this morning, headed
“Mhe Griswold Disorce Case,' and to poiut oud
rietly the misstatenents aud folse con lus.ona con-
tuined in it.

The Court, in their opinion denying the maotion to
veente the deerew of divorce, use the followmg lan-
gunge, T cite only those portions stuting the couciu-
sious to which they anive:

1t was strennous tged om the part of the respandent tat
pite of the proceedings in the case hind been regniar; et tie
rause ptated it the Hibel wan utterly untruoe; stdd ihiat the pro-
eeed g were carried ou wi e respondent wes kept iu lg
poranee f thews; that by this ienner of conansting the sam tho
I belant bant i pored Bpon the Court and traudelently obtaised

s dectee in his taver”
* These povlaune sre nat, bowever, sustsioed by the evidence

which bas been sulunitted to we."”
. . .

fs . . . .

“ But it s eald ou boball of the respondont that the Istter
written by Let was obtaived by force aud fraad, sod slioabl be
pow disregarded hin, hawever. 0 not sustaitiod by the avi-

arbee, bog by her owp etatemont {0 regnnd woik”
. . . . . . . .

o Neliher have we been wbln to discover any anch gross frand
perpetrated upon the respondent 67 wpon the Conrt ne bne boen
suggested on bet behnit”

. . . . . . . .

* The main grour. ], however, opou whigh we feal obiiged to
refnie the present motion ie toe unrertalnty which axists as o
the tuct of a1y diveren having bean entered by the Conrt.”

The Court, in prefacing their opinion, do ndeed say,
with entire Ginpertineee 1o the grounds upon which
the application was based, or upon which their e
cisiom vested, that *the lady who was married to the

* libelaut within o few days after the alleged decrve | < ;
| Flower Prnivie.

woof divoree, Lisd becotie engaged to him sime time
s previouely."

it is utterly falee that, as this arficle assertn, ' the
w dpehdon of the Court has settled " either, * that
o Rufus W, Griswold wos never divoreed from the
s pespondent,” or that the dady tatied ** intermarried
o with bim with full knowledge that be wis then the
w Lushesnd of another woan, '

The Court traveled out of the record to ray, very
uunecessarily sud very iuproperly, that the Inely who
war married to Dr. G, becstue engaged 10 him pre-
viously to the atleged decrer, but nowlere thit she -
{ormarried with him with fall kuowledge that be wos
ke the busband of auother woman, and they say fur-
ther (by renson of the di-appearinee of the reconds
from the Prothonotury’s office for wuich Dy, Griswold
ww it 10 way responsible or blame-worthy) * we are
ifumpelled to decide that there i@ no sutlicient eyi-
w denee of o decree of divoree baving been entervd.”

THEODOKE HINSUALE,

Ne. 2 Hawover sfreet, News York, April 4, 106,

- -
POSTAL REFOKRM.
To the Kditorof The N. Y. Tribune,

Sint: | send you for publication in your columns, the
following Petition, which has been prepured by the
Poets] Reform Committes in accordance with the reso-
lutions adopted at the two public meetings beld i tiis
vitv:
w0 the Himorahle, the Senate and Howse of Representatives

o the Untted States, in ¢ ongrere amembled :

W he undendined, citfzets sud real denta of the City of New-
York, respectiully represent to your Honorable Body, that they
lubur under great ineouvemesnce 16 Culseqdesnce of the impor
fectina in our postad ayelom

Y our moswtiallsts Jook apon the Post (fce, in its relatioos
to the jeople, as by far the wost impurtaut Departmest of 4
ervment, and do ot thisk that ite walue fo the Nato is ta be
extimated by ite income, of eypsiditure—by ite cost, or the
moULLt OF JiE Tovelte. e R conl tha ur Hopurahle
Bisdw, i yous delibmiations on i Lew ol
[ vion of the funuders

tlin of justiew, reotogny  And

“While desirets of ewpressing our obliom
uffiers of the Post-litice | t
this city, fur varives fmpn

to the prewiding

4 the Postinsster ot

T oity poelal arrauge
i

ments, We are Brly of the otk %
jnpertectiots of whick we cowylal lieteut ta Lhe syeten
of lovg standieg, aud only t0 be termpved by Leglalative eo-

1o moet these wants, and remove
naly fit, yoor petibonots re
Honomable Body will frame « law
einboesiug the K paltiouini i

“ A Usnronm P oF Two UENTS oo el ietiere not ex-
covding hall st ounce L welght, L roughout the United States;
aid & cheap, unlfori rate for pristed Maiter,

“REcKIVise Hovsks asp Letren Cakiiens i all eities
and priveigml bowne withsut eiiis vharge,

gdn-n.\' UrDEYs for sues ot excesling twenty-five dollsm,

10 be drawn by the jrincipal Post-Uthees ot each other.

“ A Usivoxs ast Low Hate oF Oceay FosTace betweea
the Urized State sud forelgh somutoies,

sy Postace ox all GOVERNMEST DocosesTs avp
Fraghkd MATTER, to b palt o the Treassry.

wTpe ABcLiTion oF Cexr AV FREPAYMENT; acd

i positae O &
“ITHE RETURN CF aLL
whepovor pumitle, without opeuivg

* Azl your putitlowers will ever pray.”

This wemorial cnbodies the prvciples sldvanced in
the Commitice's Address, and way well be cousidered
# the almost universal public opinon in New York, so
far a5 it conld be obtained by & wide publicity, and a
conrultation of mapy iedividuals, Tt isto be boped
that the pewspaper press will give it an extepsiv
culation, and that it will be received, adopted and
seted upon by all who agree with the proposed meas-
ures of reform, and that these who do pot will frame
such 8 petition ax will T scoeptabile, have it exien-
rively sigped, und forwarded to Washington at aa cacly
dey.  Every ivdiontion goes t ehow Laal these princi-
ples must be adopted in the framing of a jadicious
postal lnw,

The * cheap unifonn rate for printed mattes™ might

wsibly be tukeu by some as o uniform poetage for
wih letters s printed papers. The rate proposed
is uniform so far a5 1t enables us to pay for letters and
tratsient papers wnd blh'?i! with the same kind of
staarpe, but no further, The ouly rete spokenof
the Cormpittee s Address for tragsient prinied watler
is 8 single letter pintage (W0 eonts) for aay pr‘im--d
package up to four onnees in Weight, and four cents
ovir four aod pot over eight ounees; and regular peri
odicnls and megazines, with the postare nald by the
qeaiter or by the vesr, one-Lalf of these mtes. No
rate of postage has been spoken of fur regular news
papers, except the unilorm charge of 20 ocuts n yesr,
ot five ceuts a quarter, for weekly papers; and in the
same proportion when publisbed oftener, This i« a
medinm between the 13 cents and 26 eents now paid,
with the double advantsge of being a uniform rate,
ard a sum that ean be divided without s fraction.

These petitions are left at the most prominent Fub'
lio places in New-York, the Exchange, the reading
rooms fibraries, botels, and many of the prominent book
and dry goods stores. Extra copies can be obtsined at
Appleton’s, Harper & Brothers’, Stouger & Town-
setd's, J. T. Crowen's, the Astor House, the St
Nicholas, Metropolitan, Tavlor's Saloon, sud other
Ei.:‘m & Committee’s Address, with the Postal

form priveiples, apd form of petition, are nestly
printed oz letter and gote paper, snd eag be bad of the

jireg
LETTERS to the wrilers, aud

the priveipal booksellers sod rm:‘:tﬁo ordins-

we of . Itia poped that Ppumlil
EF and need extensively to write letters
op, thus givi u:!_l"'ddhbrnpﬂuipln-!gdu
circulstion, time for mmw

bas arrived, apd whatever the ';:o show &
pation to do, will andoabtediy be aecomplish d
Very respectinily, yeur obedisnt sersant,
PLINY MILES,
Brerstrry of the Fostal Relorm Committen
New- York, Apri 4, 1254,

———
ARREST OF A FREE MAN IN COVINGTON

Secertrboret
KIND FEELINGS PRODUCED BY RETURN OF
GAINES S SLAVES,

From The Cincinnati Gogetle,

Evervhody krows Founten Lo wis, the fureman in the
old Frenchivan (Ferrie’s harbersbop, oa Fonrtha'reet,
1wo doors west of Main, He bas been there twelve or
fourteen vears,  Yesterday Lewis bad o check on the
Farmen Brok of Keutocky, from Mr, Swegert, of
Frankfort. He offered it at o banok here, bat it was
refused, and he went over to the bank in Covington
and collected it.  As be was retamins he met two men
on the levee, who said he bad *no business there no
bow,” &nd demavded Lis free-papers. Dr. B, D,
Wheeler. dentist, whoee office is on Sixth street, near
Flm, stepped up and vonehed for Lewis—be had known
Litn na & frec man for twelve years—but they seemed
10 lock upon bim as &n Abofitionist, becanse be lived
in Oklo, and wonld vt take Lis testimony, Lewis thea
said ke knew 1 Covington lawyer by the name of Ste-
yer<an, and Moyer Foley, and wonld go with them to
eitber of them,  They said that was o't their business;
e must go to jail,

Dr. Wheeler thep remonstrated with the eaptain of
the ferry-bost for not sayiog s word for Lewis, a8 he
knew he bad tiken bim over, o0 for not having told
Lim that be would be in danger there, He replied
brutal'v: =T don't care 8 d—n about it They can go
over when they please, provided they pay me (three
cenitel—thie b—0 of it is to get back."”

Dr. Wheeler came over on the boat, but the Kens
fa
nt Lie Lil!r.ng; ing of a free man, that he felt that
Lewis would fimd a0 one to take his part there, and he
projesed to Skeen that they should go back together
srd tey to get bim ont. They applied to the jailor, but
; gred 10 do avything, They then soaght the

Foley told them the lnw under which Lewis
ws arrested war an ol law, but had pever beenen
fureed urtil sinee the reqaisition for Gaines's slaves—
that they were now duing it for spite work; that every
frev negro conld, by provirg bis froedom, and paying
the cost, get 6 cortifieate from the Clerk, which was
good for o0 dags, but must be resewed at the end of

CVETY meiuth,

Acsoun ug Maver Foley saw Lewis he recognized
ki, nnd shook bands with him.  Lewis bud suaved
bim only lnst woek, The Mayor told Pr. Wheelor e
did pot need bis testimony; that he bimself would
voueh for bim.  He knew Lewia to be fiee, and would
let bim out for 82, Lewis paid the &2, and then

uted the Magur to give bhim & pass to go to Cincin-
niti, but Lis Hovor said the police were all st diuner
ther, and be could get over without it,

Accanpanied by Dr. Wheeler and Mr. Skeen, he
wtarted fur Ohio, On the ferry-boat (the sume bust sl
which the nirest orcurred, fur there was only une bont
ruppirg yesterdny,l the eaptidn questioned bim elosely,
and sectied strongiy inelined not to let him pass,
could pot belivve a colored man to be five—at nny
rete, 1ot on the testimony of any man fromn Ohito; but
1, Wheeler and Mr. Skeen said they bad already
tuken too much trouble about it to think of letting any
man fop Lewis then, and the oaptain, seeiug they
wore getermined, finally eomsluded to let him poss,

So geoerous, bospitable Kentucky got—for nothing
—t1wo dullars of the hsrd earnings of a pour colored
barber.

THE WILD MAN AGAIN.
e

A correspendent of The Caddo (azette, writng
grder date of the 25th nlt,, from Parailita, Arkarsns,
on Upper Red River, states thet the cold during the
present Winter hos becn in that region the severest
within the memory of wen, The rivess were frozen
solid, the plaius presented an unbroken sheet of snow.
The writer relates the fullowing gtory of an sttanpt to
capture the famous wild man, who Lias been so ollen
evconntered on the borders of Arkansas and Northern

Louis‘nna:

“ I my travels T met a party from your country in
pursuit of & wild man.  Toey bad strack his trail at a
onne-brnke bordering ou Brant Lopke and the Sua-
I learned from one of the party thit
the dogs tan bim to an arm of the Inke which was
frozen, but not sutliciont’y strong to bear his weight,
which mnurﬁm-mly gave way, He bad, bowever,
eroesed, nnd the dogs woere at fault,

“ One of the party, mounted on o flect  home
coning Illll‘ wiraged the dogs to pursue, but :‘-lu.-u}
it i osaible to cross with his horse, sod coocludedto
follow the lake round until he coull ascertain the di-
rection tuken by this monster of the forest,  On reach-
irg the opposite side of the b te was serprised to
e suinetking in the like & mun breaking the
wer with bis arme, and Lnstened under cover of the
utelergrowth, to the spot where he expected bim to
eome out. e concoaled himself near the place, when
lie biad a full view of Lim, until ke reached the shore,
where he came out aud shook himself, He representa
Lim ae & stout, athietic man, about six fect four inches
in bight, completely covered with hair of & hrowuish
enst nbout four to rix i chen long,  He was well mue-
cled o ran up the baok with the flectness of & deer.

“1ie snye he could bnve killed him with his gun, but
the olject of the purty being to take him slive, and
hesring the borus of bis commdes and the howling of

o dogs on the opposite bank of the lake, be con-
«d to tide np and head him, g0 s to bring him to

vy awd then scoure their prize. 8o soon, bhowever,
ne the wild mau saw the borse and rider e rushed
frantically townrd themw, and in sn instant drigged the
bunter to the ground and tote him in a woet dreadiul
manrer, sorate bivy out one of bis eyes and injaring the
wther t0 much that bis comrades despair of the re-
cavery of ks sight, and biting large pieces out of his
shoulders and various parts of bis body, The monster
then tore off the saddle ang bridle from the home and
destroyed them, and Lolding the horwe by the mane,
broke n sburt piece of sapling, and mounting the ani-
wal, started ut full speed across the pluns inthe
direetion of the mounains, guiding the hurse with his

iub. The ]{»rwn ft with the wounded man in-
fortued me that the party was still ie pursuit, bavieg
been joined by & basd of friendiy Indinns, and thonght
thet if they could fied ® place in the moontaina not
vovered with snow, or & canebrake in the vivinity to
foed their bomses, they might overinke him in o day or
twen"”

————

A Yasxeg Buoawist s Kestvoky,—The Bowling
Green (Ky.) Standard gives the following sccount of
an oocurtenee 1o Mupsfurdsyille, in the same State,

lately:

A Daguerreinn artist, with a lady who waa not his
wife, Lad beey operating in the guiet town aforesad,
the gentiomen taking pictures and the lady teaching
musie, for sume months, They had potten mosie, in-
strnments aud all pecessary et ceteras, and were meet-
ibz with great seecess. Both bailed from Yunked
On Fiiday, the 7th they were sented at the
lifyiug the natives with the following
logue,  Mr. Penbroke (the geutlemsn’s
iteseing bis dear lady, said:
wy denar, to be some prejudice in
Yankoes”
yeu, sbe replied; ** but you and [ will leave
grounds for projudice; we'll clear ourselyves, and"'—
“Mr. Penbroke, allow me to introduce you' to the
Shenth of Nelson County," sail n boarss voice hehbind
bim, The Sberiffi then, upon & warrant, procceded to
bapdeufT nforesaid Pevbroke and lndy.

The facts are these: Penbruke bad living in the
Enet u wife and ove cbild; the lady bad livisg in New-
Yerk o bushand and two children, But Cupid being
sirvuger than lew or duty, they eloped to the r‘ar“’u:
to live as husband and wite! The man who introdaeed
the Sterift was the lady’s father, who, immediately on
secing bie daughter, fainted, He restdes in New-York,
is awan of great wealth, and had lavished vast sums
upon Lis only davghter, whom he tenderly Joved, He
fillowed them 1,700 milvs when be found them. She
s yourg, beantiful and accomplished, and married
wed, Here, indeed, was & bankruptey of the beart,
The geilty pair were placed iu o vebicle in compaay
with the wrelebod father, and are now * gone East.”

L

Porntere Twaceny s Lowisiasa.—The Nacki-
tockes (La ) Chromicie of the 22d ult, gives the follow-
irg sccount of the murder of John Rodrigo by his
tn,'c’n:.d_ hcrh paramonr, Matthew Dreseute:

* Rodrign having what be thonght just groands to
suspect bis wife's ndelity, ll:.t-_-n:-v!:id ti brif;'bz-r !atu
sepse of virtue, For ths she bad him bound over to
keep the peace, The paramour of the bad woman
then contrived the iden of getting rid of the Lushand,
A few nights afterward be und the wife seized Rodiigo
while asierp, apd atter binding him heud and foot
drepged Lim about & mue from the house, where, plu'-
ing & rope round kis neck, in spite of bis prayers and
shrieks for mercy, they hung bim and beat bim to desth
with & stick.  After the guilty parties bad mucceeded
in killing their unfortunate wietim, they covered the
body with logs, sticks and such things, ‘After a lapse
o neary o movth, Gabriel Rossles, who had been
forced by threnie to accompany the murderers and wit-
ress their terrible deeds, moved by compunctions of
conscience, commaniented the intelligence of the horrid
sct to the Corouer of the parish, woereupon the man
Breserte aud bis parsmour Juans were arested, Oa

kins on board wanifested so much indiffervoce |

Moot VErxoN.—Gre g qurpriss has boen expressed
4t the South, within 8 ew days, st the publication of

the following letter ife a paper in South Carvlina:
“Wousr Veros, March 14, 1655,

“To Mus. Maria 8 \;’orrm»——.!hrb_mv Ithl h;ve
received your lefter of March J, respecting the pur
chase :if $ourt Vernon by the adies of different parta
of the United Sintes, :

1 wp?.l npectfully infirm you that Mount Ver-
ot 14 not for sale. L ik

Fam, ment rerpeet Ly WASHINGTON.

The Virginia papers, in asswer to this epistle, plubbnb
the official correspondence between Mr. Wishington
and Gov, Johnson of Virgnia, that took place Ilv:l year,
in which the former offexed ** 200 acres of Mt. _\' ernon,
# (mbracirg the tomb of Washington, mapsion, gar-
 ders, grouods,” ete. for §200,000 to the State of
Virginis, and named the terms f paymont and other de-
tails, and closing with this wdditioual proposition:

“ It has sometimes been angrested that the State
might wish to purchise 8 larger tract of land, in orider
to cetablish & medelfarm and sgricultar! selool here,
Should such be the case, aboul 500 acres more of il
jacent land on this state can be obtained at $100,000,
o be paid in cashor State stock, s above, at the op-
tiom of the Siate,

| am,dir, with the stmost rempect,
* Your abadlent servant,
CJOMN A WASHINOTON
 His Excellener, Jou. Jobnson, Governor of Virginia™

The Petersbirg (Vo). Express publishes the South

Caroliza letter of Mr. Washington, with these com-

mente:

“ For somy time past, unfavorahle suspicions of Mr.
Washingtun® good faith in the matter of the purchasa
bave been vhispered about, and the exorbitant nature
of Lis originil demand of $200,000 for a piecs of prp-
erty whoeemorket walue cannot excesd vue tenth that
pmount, lot some probability to the siggestion that
e was dissosed to make the most of the sa red a<hes
intrusted 0 his keeping. Can it be poasible that he
designs 2 this woment to recede from his quasi con-
tract to dspoee of the land with & view of fixing ayct
highker price upon it, and drawing still more [agely
upon the patriotism of the country, row likely to be

ctnniaed into unwonted fecvor by the glowiag elo
quen Fdward Everott ! b
“ We eunnot believe this of any man bearing the

name of Wasbington, and in any degree, huwever re-
motely, related to Pater Patria.”

s asp Mospek 18 Pessernyaxia—On Sunday

lust ne o Mr. Colwell of Crossingville, T, was ut.
| tenpting to srrest o man named Gilbert Cutler, of the
| sane place, for a violation of the 1i juor laws, an alter-

caivn tock place,in which Colwell was badly beaten
| wth clubs and stones, and Cutlor was shot in the ab-
dmmen, the ball lodging in the spive. 1t is foared that
poth will die from the effects of their injurica,  Col.
well ia said to have sinee become ivsane.

Gronor WAsHISGTON JolNsoN, sn American mer-
chaat at Marscaibo, and for many years a resident of
thiat place, was drowned while crossing the barbor on
the 1ith of March. He leaves no relatives at Mara.
enibo, but it s supposed be has a brother in 'hila-

d{!phlﬂ-

Sart ron Waest.—Theodore Perry says, in The
Prairie Farmer, that he sowed one and & half bushela
of #alt per nere upon one half of o tet-acre fiehd, just
after seeding it with Spring wheat, and the result was
that the salted portion was ready for the sickle five
dnys entlier than the unsalted portion, and not o par-
tiele of rust, ecub or emut conld be found, and the
increase of erop he estimated at five bushels per aore,

Tur Erecrric Exr.—Of the singular powers of
this wondertul creature much bna been written, nad
vome (hings said, which appear nlmost incredible.
This fish abounds in the rivers of North and Soath
Cauroling, and mauy of its wonderful exploits are re-
covnted and reeorded there.  Lu the waters of Masa-
chustts Bay it is so seldom seen that the following
circutistances seem worth :-\-lnml{.l and are in the
varrator's own wonls,  Captain Walker of Prove
incetown recently, while runping & schooner frdm
that place to Boston, was overtaken by night off
Cobasset Rocks, and wns running into Boston Clian.
nel in the evening. At about 3 o'clock, it buing
very dark, and bis vessel moving slowly in, [ d.mpm;i
over bis el to nscertain the depth of water, and on
slow'y pullicg in the line be felt something cold upon
it, afd thinking it might be a bit of kelp or rock-
woed, wins sbout to throw it off, when it fastened
spon hie Lond and coiled around his wrist,  He en-
dravored to shake off the cel, when suddenly brivging
its tail mound, it struck Lis arm with considerable
furee, and giving the worthy caplain guch ashock
n= sent bim reeling to the dock.  Recovering a little,
he proceeded to ecize the fish and cast it overbourd,
when Lie reeeived noeecond shock from the little but-
tery, thet cousea bim to cal for aid, uttering a
serenm thet must lnve been henrd for miles, De-
termined not to be avercome by =o paitry an object,
as nosell eel, he proceeded once more to discharge
his es labip, but was o thind time repulsed, and with
groater force than before, laying bim prostrate at full
length upen deck. His men immediately rao to the
rescue, nid bore the eaptain almost sepscleas afl,
where medical aid could be administered.  Never
huving heard of such wonderful power of the elsotricul
wel, the grestest consternstion preveiled, sad, the
versul roshing on in the thick darkness, they knew not
where, the anchore were got out with much ditficalty,
and they waited impationtly the return of day, nctunlly
rupposing some evil spirit had eeized upon them, sod
that for the night they were to be the sport of their
orgive. [Yarmouth ILegister,

Masvracrene oF (Gas—The process of making
eonl-gne 1= much simpler than meny ple imagine.
Bitutuinous cosl is thrown iuto & bot evlinder of Lron,
the mouth of whick is elosed carefully by an iron door
with the edges cemented with o rf;,. The wvo-

arizmmg from the conlis reccived into a tube, by
means of which it is permitted to escape into & series
of vesels, where it is cooled and deposits much of ite
mnpore matter, It i< then pussed into another serios of
vessels containing quicklime, which robs it of itssulphu-
rour and other intermixtures. From this receiver it tows
urified, ae we find it in use into the gasometer, and is
m thence distributed as iy be necded through mains
and service pipes, into varions parts of the city, The
Lighly-charged bitnminons coals are found best adapt-
ed to the purpose of gas-making. Inthe manufactures
of gas from Neweastle coul, & chaldron weighing 47
ewt, is found to yield 8 630 eulic fect of gne, 14 ewt.
of eake, 124 gallons ammenionl liquor, 12 gallons of
thick tar. Caunel conl will yield upon an average

16,000 cubie feet of goa to the chaldron,

[Frankford (Pa.) Herald,

Suockivg Munper,—Fora day or two past a ru-
mor has prevaled in the city that & Mr. Burden, liviog
in Newbern, Greene Co., in this State, Lmi been
murdered, The rumer proves to be correct. By a
letter written from Greene, dated 30th ult., we learn
that on the night of the 26th some pemsou unknown
threw & stone through a glass window at Mr,
Burden while setting in bis bed-reom. The damaged
ginss wos npot repaired through the followi
day, Thuredny; and ut night, after Mr, B, had retir
t0 bed, and while M. B. and the children were in an
adjoivirg room, ¢ gun was thrust through the aperture
it the window and dischurged, the contents lodging in
the head of Mr. B, apd ** blowing it into fragments,”
Although the report of the gno was heard, and ita re-
sult innediately uscertaived, the efforts to secure the
perpetrator of the deed wore unsuccessful,

[Mobile Datly Trib., April 5

Desrerate Arreser a1 Hicaway Ronsery anp
Mueper—Escare oF THE Rovrtans.—On Satunlay
eveniog last, about 12 o'clock, as Ald, Sexton was pro-
eeeding homewnrd on Michigun avenue, pear Twelfth
street, he was met by two rutiians, who struck Lim with
8 club in the face and sttempted to knock him down,
fulrz which ope of them presented a six-shouter st bis
bentt, snd just as '”;E'M the trigger Ald. Heston
struck the band with the pistol downward, which dis-
charged fits contents in bis thigh, making a flesh
wourd, The ether rufian at the samne time nitempted
to teke his watch from his pocket; but by a free nee of
Lie fists nnd feet the Alderman drove them off, avd
gave cheee, but did not suceeed in arresting either of
them, [Chicago Press, March 31,

Tez Frrru Wire.—We learn from The Coviaglon
|Ky.) Jowrnal that a few dars ngo Judge Pernin of
that town married 8 man for the fifth time, A singn-
lar featnre in the case is, that the fith wife was slso
the third wite. The third marriage pot proving a
bappy ope, the parties separated and were divoreed.
The tusn narried sgain, and when death claimed his
fourth wife, the disconsolate widower returned to No.
3, ard egain wooed and won ber, Judge Perrin thinks
tiat be tes tied them up efectunl'y this time, The
lucky wan bad the impudece to claim o reduction of
the murmage fee in cotsequence of the large busi
he was doing in that line,

A. La Girange, who was recently maleted in the sua

oi 9,000 damages for a breach ise of murriage
with snd seduetion of Miss Elizaberh Campbell, has
vary wisely vegotiated a inge with the fair

cutriz. This is one of the most sensible thing: that
Mz, L. coidd poesibly bave doue. |Alb,

FMINENT AMERICAN MERCHANTS. .

VES OF AMERICAN MERCHANTS, B
L VRS OF A L L T gy
By

£ MEMOIR OF THOMAS HANDASYD PRRKINA

Twomas G, Cany, ¥vo.,pp 34 Listle, Brown & Co.

The indefatigable editor of ** Hunt's Merchanty®
» :gazine” has formed the deeign of issuing s e
ries of volumea devoted to American mercastiiy
biograpby. The first volume of this serics come
tains the lives of twenty-one distinguished mere
chants of this country, including that of Peter %,
Brocks by Edward Everett, Jawes Gore King o 3
Samuel Ward by Charles King, Nicholas Brown,
Btephen Girard, Marthew Carey by the Editer,
Jucob Lorillerd by Wm. Berrian, Samuel Apple
lon by Ephraim Peabody, Jonss Chickesing b3
Jobn L. Biake, Patrick T. Jackson by John A,
Lowell, and others, The second work vamed of
the head of this article consists of the Memoir of
Qol. Perking, prepared for the Mercantile Biogres
ply, with seversl additions, ehiefly of extracts
from diarics and lettors descriptive of seenes in
foreign travel.

Mr. Hunt's project of illustrating the lives .4
eur mest prominent morcantile countrymen is one
which cavnot fall to be received with sstisfactiog
by intelligent readers of all classes. The mannes
In which the present specimen has been excented
is such 8s to inspire confidence in the scouracy,
wtiliy and popular interest of the work. Come
piled from ample waterials, written, ic the maing
without the exaggeration of eulogy, and abounding
W detzils of sturdy, practical life, theso shetches
prescnt an instructive commentary on the infle-
evce of free political iustitutions, and in severa}
instancea a noble examplo. of integrity, beneve
jence and bigh mindedness in the pursuit of the
cowmercial profession. A large pumber of the
merchants commemorated in this volume were of
humble origin, and owed their firtunes to personsl
enterprise, industry and sagacity. Few of them
mherited either wealth or other facilities for sue-
cess, but carved out their own prosperity by dink
of vigorous und well-directed exertions. Peter O
Brocks, for ixstance, s well-known millivnaire of
Boston, was the sun of 8 country elergyman j .
the State of Maive. At the deccase of his fathee
the family were left in narrow circumstances, and
for seme tiwe his boyhood was occupied in the la-
bors of & furm, Stephen Girard left hisnstive
eountry in the eapacicy of a eabin-boy, with no
sducation but & smattering of the elements of
reading snd writing, Sewmucl Ward, though de-
acended from one of the wost honored families in
the sunals of Rhode Islavd, was preveated by the
restricted means of his fsther from obtaining & cols
lepiste cducstion, and when he entered & countings
houso at the age of fourteen, bud received only the
ordinary instruction of sn Engiish school. Thomas
Eddy, who received by general consent the sppel-
lation of the * Howard of America,” was firsd
sent an spprentice to s tanner in Burlington, N.J.
After two years' experience in thas line, he de-
cides upon seeking his fortune in New-York, sed
eame to this city with s capital of less than ose
bundred dollars. For some time after hia arrival
be wis ' obliged to live by his wits,” and found
it hard *“to defray his necossary expenscd”
Eorly in his busivess career, he bocame s bank-
rupt, though he subasquently paid every oentef
his just lisbilities. Jacob Lorillard enmmenosd
life without the advantages even of an ordinary
aducation, and estered upon business with ealy
8 thousand dollars cepital of his own. Oidoom
Lee was & farwer’s boy in the employment of an
ancle, ** freeding and milking eows,” till ha bacome
an spprentice to the tanning and shoemaking busi-
pess. ' Many a time,” says he ** long before light
in the mornivg, I was started off in the oold snd
goow without shoes to my work and used to think
it & luxury to warm my frozen feet on the wpot just
just Lefore occupied by the animal I bad roused.”
Bamuel Appleton was & famous distriet schoolmas-
ter in a little New-Humpshire town, till he under-
wok to clear up a settlement in the wildorness of
Maine, But as * hanoling the ax and guiding the
plow”" were not to bis taste, be changes bia buni-
ness to that of country trader, and at length finde
his way to Boston, where be commenced noarser
of signal prosperity.

Tre meaus by which wost of the merchants,
whose lives aro here given, attained to wealth and
distinetion, presenta an instructive lesson. They
were oot esger for sudden gains, embarked in ne
hezardonsspeculations, were not addieted to donbé-
ful or illegitimate courses of trade, but geined thele
fortines by the regular secumulations of commer-
cial industry. A'r. Brooks, we are informed, sb
stained from specnlative operations throughout his
active carver. After his retirement from business,
he pursaed the same policy. He never made par-
chares of unproductive real estate, on s caloulation
of future cobanced value, While willing to lead
bis funds for the benefit of solid, well-conducted
eorporations, he waa reluctant to engage in mass-
fectures, und regarded ruilroad stocks, generally
speeking, as precarivus property. Nor would he
ever conscnt, On any pretense, to receive more thal
legal interest for the loan of his meney, though oa
seviral occasions, for public objects, he lent lange
sums at an interest below the legal and currend
rate, Consected wich this habit was his rule never
to burrow money. With a single exeeption, hie
same was probably never subscribed to a note of
hand. What he eould not accomplish by presest
mesns he left unattempted. He was equally averss
to indorsing for vihers, However brillisnt the
promise of future gain, he shunned every transse-
s which required the use of borrowed mesns,
M. Loriilurd pursied a similar course in the ae-
quisition of his immense wealth. It was a favorite
somerk of Lis that his prosperity arose from neb
bes oy wede baste to be rich.  He indulged in ae
wild aud uncertain schemes, which risk the eam-
ings of a life on the chances of the day, but wae
ecvntent with the regular avails of his legitimste
business. Whatever surplus he might have was
invested in real estate, selected often in obscure
and retired plaees, which had o attractions for the
speculator, but which premised security and med-
erate incresse of value. An anecdots in point .
related of Mr. Gideon Lee, who sdvaneed from the
lap-stone to a high degree of uinenos.
For many years he resided at his country seat in
Bloomingdale. *In the rage for epeculations
vesl estate, he was importusied to sell his place; Lo
named & price for it to a friead, who
purchased it; the sum waa oot the blf of what be
resdily could have obtained. He was much as-
neyed by the remarks of gentlemen, who spoke &
him on the subject. *1asked,’ said be, ‘forit,
whit it has cost me; it is all that the place inia-
trinelcally worth, and I am satisfied. I have ase-
quired what property I possess in fair, logitimate
trade; 1 have 50 desire hereafter to be roproachel
with having participated in the speculstions now
geing on.  Some one must lose money by thems; U
skall never be said amy of i¢ weap into my pockets

-

-



